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Briefing on the Covid-19 Local Authority Emergency Assistance Fund for Food and 
Essential Supplies

14th July 2020

1. Background and Principles

The Emergency Assistance Grant for Food and Essential Supplies is intended to benefit individuals 
struggling to afford food and other essential items as a result of COVID-19 during a 12 week period 
commencing in July 2020. The grant letter says that the government expect the majority of the grant 
to be spent within 12 weeks, so the scheme may continue for longer than that if needed.

Gloucestershire County Council has been allocated £558,000.

This paper sets out a summary of existing grant/funding schemes to identify where the gaps in current 
provision for children and families across Gloucestershire are. This paper then suggests who would 
be eligible for this grant funding and a process for the delivery of this fund which would see an 
extension to the already successful COVID -19 Children’s Fund. 

The government has extended its Free School Meal Voucher Scheme to run over the summer period, 
the Summer Food Fund,  and equates to one voucher being issued  at the beginning of the holiday for 
the whole four weeks. This will support school aged children and young people who are currently 
entitled to free school meals.

This will not support;

o Children and Young people who fall into the eligible criteria over the summer period for FSM 
as they will be unable to apply until September

o Young people leaving education at 16 or 18
o Children and young people who attend an independent Special School for education 
o All children under the age of 5
o All care leavers
o All care leavers with children
o Children and young people with a disability
o Children and young people that need a specialised diet
o Working age adults and older people and their families

It is therefore recommended that The Emergency Assistance Grant for Food and Essential Supplies 
be used to support those cohorts who fall outside of the Summer Food Fund. 

Within the  guidance  for The Emergency Assistance  Grant for Food and Essential Supplies  there is 
scope to support  Individuals with No Recourse to Public Funds (NRPF) the grant fund can provide 
basic safety net support to an individual, regardless of their immigration status, if there is a genuine 
care need that does not arise solely from destitution, for example if:

o there are community care needs
o they have serious health problems
o there is a risk to a child’s wellbeing

Again these families fall outside of the Summer Food Fun and therefore would benefit from being 
included within the Emergency Assistance  Grant  funding. 
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If families are receiving food vouchers for children through the COVID Summer Food Fund through 
vouchers from schools, this should be taken into account, and duplication should be avoided. 
However, the government will allow families receiving COVID Summer Food Fund vouchers to 
receiving support through the grant if for example, a family may:

o have additional wider needs in terms of food
o require other essential supplies
o include individual family members that are not in receipt of these vouchers

Therefore the recommendation is that all the above groups of would be eligible for grant funding for 
the whole of the summer period and beyond, so long as the funding remains available. 

2. How will it work:

It is a requirement that the grant fund should only be used when all other options have been 
exhausted. 
 
Therefore by  incorporating  the allocating  of this funding  into the already established  and robust  
application process  within GCC’s  Children and Families Commissioning team,  will  ensure all  
applications are  reviewed,  with funding only being allocated  when  meeting the criteria  and  all 
other options has  been exhausted.  

The Children and Families Commissioning Team will work with colleagues in Adult services and 
Prevention, Communities and Wellbeing to ensure applications are reviewed in conjunction with, The 
Access to Resource Panel, and The COVID-19 Children’s Fund.  Therefore managing all applications 
across the 3 funds, information will be cross-checked regarding other support they are receiving or 
may be eligible and signposted to. This new grant funding – Local Authority Emergency 
Assistance Grant for Food and Essential Supplies will be aligned to the COVID-19 Children’s 
Fund therefore avoiding different platforms for families to make multiple applications. Each funding 
streams will be tracked separately. Having only 1 referral process for families will cut down on the 
number of applications a family may have to make and the number of times they have to retell their 
story.  And support the data returns on expenditure as required. 

Initial discussions have begun with procurement colleagues, to make the appropriate amendments to 
the current Auriga contract, following the council’s due process and within the COVID 19 urgent 
procurement regulations 

An additional payment of  £300  will need to be made to Auriga to amend the  criteria  within the   
Auriga system. 

The increase in referrals to the scheme will need some  dedicated resource in order to ensure 
applications are process in a timely responsive manner.   The cost of this will not exceed £25K. 

Applications will managed within existing GCC’s Existing Gloucestershire funding schemes,   
which is currently  admistered though COVID -19  Children fund,  Access to Recourse  panel  
and the prevention and well beig hub. 

Name of fund Purpose Eligibility Gaps/issues
Auriga contract, three 
strands:

1. General 
welfare 
support (direct 

1. Utility bills, rent, 
online food 
deliveries, rent, 
removal 
expenses, 

1. Glos resident, 
over 16, meet 
one of a number 
of vulnerabilities, 
be in receipt of a 

Online deliveries 
currently hard to get 
so also providing 
Asda and 
Sainsbury’s 
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applications)
2. Welfare 

request from 
social worker 
(via Access to 
Resources 
panel)

3. Rent deposit 
request

household 
items

2. As above but 
also includes 
clothing

3. Rent deposit

benefit
2. Social worker 

approval
3. Being assisted to 

move

vouchers but not 
everyone has access 
to these shops.
Only for new 
household items, not 
if broken down.
Auriga can provide 
cash payments 
through ‘Pay Point’ 
shops but only if no 
alternative.
Limit to number of 
claims within 12 
months.

2. COVID -19 
Children’s Fund
Auriga Contract

The purpose of the 
COVID-19 Children’s 
Fund is to support 
vulnerable children, 
young people and their 
families during the 
challenging and 
unprecedented times of 
the Corona Virus 
outbreak. Families’ can 
self refer or be referred 
by any professional 
working with them. This 
can support with Utility 
payments, cash out 
supermarket vouchers, 
white goods, furniture 
and essential 
household equipment.

The eligibility criteria for 
COVID-19 Children’s 
Fund are:

o Be resident in 
Gloucestershire ,

o Be 16 years old or 
over,

o Be in one of the 
following priority 
groups;

o Be newly 
unemployed/reduced 
income AND 
awaiting benefit 
claim

o Additional factors 
that leave 
people/families more 
vulnerable as a 
result of Covid-19 
due to inability to 
leave the home or 
disabilities already 
listed.

o
 At risk of 

entering 
institutionalised 
care 

 At risk of 
significant harm 
or exploitation 

 Avoid an 
uncontrollable 
debt 

 Care leavers 16 
to 18 years (up 
to 25 years old if 
in education) 

 Ex-
offenders/leaving 
YOI 

 Resettlement 
from custody for 
young people 

This will not support;
Children and Young 
people who fall into 
the eligible criteria 
over the summer 
period for FSM as 
they will be unable to 
apply until 
September

Young people 
leaving education at 
16 or 18

Children and young 
people who attend 
an independent 
Special School for 
education 

All children under the 
age of 5

All care leavers

All care leavers with 
children

Children and young 
people with a 
disability

Children and young 
people that need a 
specialised diet

Individuals with No 
Recourse to Public 
Funds (NRPF) the 
grant fund can 
provide basic safety 
net support to an 
individual, regardless 
of their immigration 
status, if there is a 
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 Leaving 
Accommodation 
Based Support 
services 

 Leaving 
residential care 

 Fleeing domestic 
abuse 

 Escaping hate 
crime/harassmen
t 

 Person with 
terminal illness 

 Child in Need in 
the home 

 Child has child 
protection plan 

 History of 
homelessness 

 Runaways 
 Sleeping rough 
 Living in poor 

accommodation 
including living in 
temporary 
accommodation 

 Families where 
parent is 
misusing 
alcohol/drugs or 
has mental 
health crisis 

 Pregnant women 
 Assessed by 

GCC as being 
eligible for 
support from 
Health and 
Social care 

 Telecare user 
 Person with 

chronic illness 
 History of Mental 

illness / self-
harming 

 History of 
substance or 
alcohol misuse 
and actively 
seeking 
rehabilitation

 AND
 receive means 

tested benefits or 
be on Low 
Income 

 Pension Credit 
 Employment and 

Support 
Allowance 

genuine care need 
that does not arise 
solely from 
destitution, for 
example if:

there are community 
care needs

they have serious 
health problems

there is a risk to a 
child’s wellbeing
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 Job Seekers 
Allowance 

 Child tax credit 
 Working tax 

credit
 Income Support 
 Universal Credit 
 Housing Benefit 
 Be newly 

unemployed and 
awaiting benefit 
claim

 Disabled children 
with dietary 
requirements

 Those with No 
Recourse to 
Public Funds

 Those for whom 
FSM vouchers 
are not available

 Are due to leave 
care within the 
next six weeks 
and likely to get 
one of the above 
benefits

Furloughed due to 
COVID-19

Free School Meal 
provision

Schools required to 
provide meals to 
children in receipt of 
FSM or if not possible 
provide a £15 per week, 
per child voucher.

School age children 
already in receipt of FSM

Delay in helping 
people newly 
eligible.
Scheme not fully 
operational and 
reports that not all 
schools are 
engaging.

Healthy Start Voucher 
Scheme

National voucher 
scheme for pregnancy 
to age 4 to buy milk, 
fruit and veg and infant 
formula from wide 
range of local shops, 
supermarkets and 
pharmacies, to a value 
of £3.10 to £6.20 per 
week depending on age 
of child.

If under 18 or in receipt 
of benefits

Can’t be used online 
except for formula 
milk.
Previously health 
professional needed 
to sign form to 
register but has been 
waived during Covid.
Delay in registering 
to receipt.
Low value.
Doesn’t cover all 
food needs.

In addition to this an “Access to Food in the Summer Holidays” resource pack has been developed as 
part of the work within the Vulnerable Children’s and Families cell.   This will be shared with partners,  
providers, front line  practice and online,  so families where appropriate can be sign posted  to  
resources  over the holiday.
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